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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY
B.A. General Part-I Examination, 2021

HISTORY

PAPER: HISG-I
Time Allotted: 2 Hours Fu II Marks: 50

Thefigures in the margin indicate full marks.
Candidates should answer in their own words
and adhere to the word limit as practicable.
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I. Answer any five questions from the following:

~(A-~~~m'ffl(3g

2x5 = 10

(a) Mention the names of two Indian archaeologists who discovered the Indus Valley
Civilization.

~ ~ \bltR~t$1<p ~ ~l$1~m 21~\!)'<lRCq$1 ~ ~ I

(b) Mention any two causes of the decline of the Harappan Civilization.

~m~ ~(A-~~~~m~~1

(c) How many Puranas are there? Mention the names of any two Puranas.

~~~? (A~~~"Rf~m~~1

(d) What are the 'Three Gems' (Tri-Ratna)?

'm~'~?

(e) Name the last two Jain Tirthankaras.

C'1<f1fWo'f~"®~ ~ ~ I

(f) Who was the author of ' Art hash astra'? Whose achievements are mentioned in it?

'\bl~' ~ ~ ? l£I"C\?~ 'fN5C~$1 <!l~ ~ ~ ?

(g) Who wrote the book 'Indica'? During whose reign did he visit India?

'~' ~ @'f~ C-~~ ? ~ $1tiST~<Pt(ft1~ ~t$1C\!)~ ?

(h) Who introduced the 'Saka' era and when?

c<I',~~~<PC~?

(i) Who composed Allahabad Prasasti? Whose achievements were mentioned in this
Prasasti?

l£I~<fI'f ~ ~ ~ ? l£I~ <!lrn 'fR:>c~'!l <!l~ ~ ~ ?

U) Name two books written by Harshavardhana.

~~~~~~~I
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(k) Who was Fa-Hien? During whose reign did he visit India?

<1'f-fu1R C<!l~ ? ~ ~1\Si\{/<!51Cii4~ W<ID5 ~ ?

(I) Name at least two of the prominent scientists of the Gupta period.

~~'if ~ 'r~ ~u:r~IVn'ifJC1i831H(}tl~ ~ ~ I

(m) Who were the 'Neo-Muslims'? Who subdued them?

-;pf ~ii4~1"'1 ~ ? C<!l~ ~ ~?

(n) Who was Guru Nanak?

~~~C<!l~?

(0) What are Dohas? Who composed them and in what language?

~ f<!> ? I.!l~mC<!l,C<!5R~ ~ ~ ?

Answer any two questions from the following
MtiM~ ~-~ ~ ~ ~ lfl'8

2. What are the sources of ancient Indian history? Assess the significance of
archaeology in this regard.

~ ~ ~ ~f\b~C>i~ ~~m f<!> f<!> ? I.!l~~ ~~~1~<!5 ~~ ~~ m9f'1
'<!5Ull1

20x2 = 40

4+16

10+10

20

20

20

20

20

3. Discuss the fundamental principles of Buddhism? How did they differ from
Jainism?

~ ~ ~ ~m I5ItCii41t7"'1t'<!5Ull1 ~ ~ ~ ~~m '[5f I.!l~~ 9ft~ ~ ?

4. Account for the rise of Magadha as a political power in ancient India.

~ ~ ~lGit"'lf0<!5 ~~ ~'ifC~ ~ ~~m 15l1Cii41t7"'11'<!5Ull1

5. How do you explain the decline and fall of the Mauryan Empire?

~ >ittllC\SiJ~ ~ '8 ~ ~ ~ <ul~ ~?

6. Is it correct to describe the Gupta Period as a 'golden age'?

~~'if(}tl '~~ ~'if' <fii41 f<!> ~ ~ ?

7. Assess the status of women in early India.

~ ~~C\5 ~ ~ m9f'1 '<!5Ull1

8. Evaluate the administrative policies of Muhammad-bin-Tugluq.

~- Wl-\fiJii4(}tl~ ~ ••1t>iH<!59f~<1'$I"'1t~m ~ '<!5Ull1
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9. How far was Firuz Shah Tughluq responsible for the decline of the Delhi
Su ltanate?
~ ~C'j\:)tH >11t1lCistHI ~ fimIlISP1t~~ ~ ~ ~ ?

20

10. Discuss the background and impact of the Sufi Movement in India.
'6HI\!)1~~ \5lIC·'tlC1UBI ~ '{3 ~ \5l1CC1lbiil ~ I

20

.R. : Students have to complete submission of their Answer Scripts through E-mail
Whatsapp to their own respective colleges on the same day / date of examination within
I hour after end of exam. University / College authorities will not be held responsible

for wrong submission (at in proper address). Students are strongly advised not to submit
multiple copies of the same answer script.
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